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Introduction

6U -LIY\HY  [O AlL KH Z ILMV YMe sought to understand whether it could be

the release of her third album, the American KPHLYLU[ 0Z P[ WVZZPISL [V L_PZ[ P
singer-songwriter Vérité posted a note on your own terms?

on her Instagram titled “How do | get your

attention?” In it, she described how it The three projects we took as inspiration

feels to be an artist in the creator economy: J)YVVRS U HY[ JVSSLJ[P]L 4:*/- 3VU
the constant pressure to churn out bite-sized streetwear project Corteiz and the anonymous

TVTLU[Z [V NL[ LUVANO JPL"Z SPRLE\HRIXJIVSSLJ[P]L :H\S[ LHJO WLY MWV
comments in the hope of connecting with HUHYJO® PU [OLPY VAU \UPX\L ~H™ )"

MHUZ VU H KLLWLY TVYL TLHUP UNadysSngthd b&work’s logic as part of their

JYLH[P]L V\[W\[ [OL> ZOVA” [OH[ P[»Z W
Vérité isn’t alone in her uneasy feelings YLNHPU WVALY HUK HNLUJ  V]LY [OL Yl
about the platforms that mediate the IL["LLU [OLPY "VYR HUK P[Z H\KPLUJL
YLSH[PVUZOPW IL[ALLU OLY HUK OLY MHUZ
4HU" HY[PZ[Z AUK [OLTZLS]LZ [V Y UNétworked Qounterculture is the name we
whether to please algorithms or prioritize JHTL \W AP[O MVY [OPZ WYHJ[PJL OU
[OLPY JPZPVU" WSH"™ |I° [OL Y\SLZ VMtdlmth anbly2&/ank speculate, we hope to
HUK YLTHPU JPZPISL VY YPZR ILPUN2MMYNW[[LWU]JLYZH[PVU HIV\[ OV~ [V PU
PU P[Z LUKSLZZ VJLHUZ J\S[\YL [OYV\NO [OL UL[AVYRZ [OH[ TLK
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All culture today is networked culture
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O[»Z [OL "LHY

JJLY' [OPUN PZ H ZJHT

Platforms own the relationship between creators
HUK [OLPY H\KPLUJLZ ;OL OH]L LH[LU \W J\S]\
HUK Z\IZ\TLK P[ \UKLY [OLPY SVNPJ VM HJ[[LUJF
KH[H L [YHJ[PVU HUK HSNVYP[OTPJ MLL

(SS J\S[\YL [VKH > PZ UL[AVYRLK J\S[\YL
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Playing Meta

OU JVUJLYZH[PVU [OLVY  [OLYL HYL [~V SHL
[OL VIQLJ[ SHUN\VHNL HUK [OL TL[H SHUN\}

;OL TL[H SHUN\HNL RUV~AZ OV~ [V [HSR HIV\]
It understands its utility with self-awareness and irony,

AOPSL [OL VIQLJ] SHUN\HNL JHU»[" P[ PZ MV

AP[OPU [OL JVUAULZ VM P[Z VAU SVNPJ

Now that all culture is networked culture, the
metagame is played using mass media and late
JHWP[HSPZT HZ HY[PZ[PJ TLKP\TZ

Playing the metagame means knowing the rules
HUK JVUZJPV\ZS  Z\I]JLY[PUN [OLT [V YLNHPL
HUK JVU[YVS V]JLY [OL YLSH[PVUZOPW [V HL

Its players are both leading the spectacle and
Z\IQLJ[PUN P[ [V JYP[PX\L

/IVALILY HZ ZVVU HZ [OL TL[H ILJVTLZ "PKL
known among all the participants, it begins
[V [YHUZMVYT PU[V ZVTL[OPUN LSZL
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SHYYH[P]L 61QLJ[Z

61QLJ[Z [OH[ [YH]LS [OL ]HZ[ VIJLHUZ VM UL["V
ULLK [V NH[OLY HZ T\JO H[[LU[PVU HZ WVZZPIS

\JJLZZM\S JYLH[VYZ KLZPNU [OLPY VIQLJ]:-

content - to be successful within the logic of platforms,
VW[PTPaPUN MVY JPL"Z SPRLZ HUK HJJ[L

'OVZL [OH[ WSH  [OL TL[HNHTL OVAL]JLY LX\PW
AP[O H KPHLYLU[ ZL[ VM Y\SLZ ;OLPY VIQLJ[Z
[V THRL P[ VU WSH[MVYTZ I\[ [V J\[ [OYV\NO

:OL> OH]L [OLPY JVU[L_[ HUK KPZ[YPI\[PVU
OHYK JVKLK "P[OPU

S5HYYH[P]L VIQLJ[Z [YH]LS [OYV\NO [OL UL["V
VAU [LYTZ ULP[OLY AVH[PUN VY ZPURPL

1\Z[ L_PZ[PUN PU [OLPY M\SS [OYLL KPTLU
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MSCHEF (pronounced "mischief") ol
is an American art collective based £ 2
. P in Brooklyn, New York, United
States. MSCHF has produced a \
-{L wide range of artworks, ranging %0‘5\ v S T 0
from browser plugins to sneakers, i
physica| productgl social media THIS PRODUCT WAS PURCHASED BY 1 PERSON
channels and Al-generated foot
photographs.
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7KH 7TURMDQ +RUVH OHWKRG
Culture

06&+) TV REMHFWV LQAOWUDWHSE X
DSSURSULDWLQJ D VXEFXOWXH8H Vv
language and norms to give them traction =
in the network.
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F's ATM Leaderboard "an extremely literal distillation of.-- .
-flaunting impulses” 4

Rich Are Attendees of Art Basel[
ch? An Installation From the
MSCHF Puts Their Bank Acco

As self-titled cultural readymades,
06&+):V QDUUDWLYH REMHF
engineered to reach mass audiences
and provoke conversation as a vehicle
for their critiques.

on Display

Visitors check

k an ATM, the dusatal

(i@ pear on a leaderboard.
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mi Beach? ATM...
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At Art Basel Miami, MSCHF placed an
ATM with a built-in leaderboard that
ranks art fair goers according to how
much money they have in their bank
account.

—

Ve

A reference to 1960s comic character o
$VWUR %R\ 06&+):-V %LJ 5HG
the internet for reasons that only the
internet can explain.

4

06&+):V REMHFWV WDNH WK
new heights, revealing its absurdity

while making the audience complicit as
participants of the spectacle.
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A multibillion-dollar medical startup
built upon falsified test results and
flagrantly deceptive malpractice
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takes a life on its own as it travels the j Ir
oceans of the network. d
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"Usually when the
Meta IS common
knowledge

amongst
all participants,

the Meta IS

already shifting to
/VTLIOPUN L

*VIPL PU ;YHKPUN [OL TL[HNHTLY JVIPL Z\IZ[HJR JVT



3VYL

3VYL PZ [OL JVSSLJ[PVU VM ZOHYLK WYHJI[PJ
Z[VYPLZ HUK T [OZ [OH[ HYL JYLH[LK I° H NYV

OU NHTPUN WSH LYZ JYLH[L UHYYH[P]JLZ JO
worlds based on open threads and easter eggs hidden
| [OL NHTL JYLH[VYZ

,JLU "P[OPU [OL IVIUKHYPLZ VM H ZPUNSL |
L WLYPLUJL SVYL MVZ[LYZ JVUULJ[PVUZ IL["L
and allows them to be included in something, be it a secret,
H QVRL VY H AOVSL UL”M A"VYSK

*VSSLJ[P]L PKLU[P[PLZ HUK Z\IJ\S[\YLZ HYL
1> [OPZ PU NYV\W RUVASLKNL

>OLU LJLY [OPUN LSZL PZ H ZJHT UL["VYR.
around lore become lenses to make sense of the world
HUK H UL PKLVSVN" [V HJ[ "P[OPU P]|



Corteiz (CRTZ) is a self-described

OLIHVW\OH SURMHFW IURP /RQGRQ
created by Clint419 in 2017.

&RUWHL]:- OLPLWHG HGLWLRQ VWUHHWZ
collections are released online and

DV ,5/ GURSYV
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There are clear rules of engagement. Corteiz
GRHVQ W SD\ IRU DGV DQG GRHV
FORWKHY WR LQAXHQFHUYV

Corteiz is for those in the know. You need to

solve password puzzles to access the online

shop and request to follow the group on
,QVWDJUDP ZLWKRXW NQRZLQJ
accepted.

Reselling clothes is strictly forbidden and
is followed by bans and law suits.
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objects aren't
designed
to make It
on platforms,

but to cut
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Worlds

In the early days of the web, a bulletin board
"HZ JHSSLK H MVY\T ;0L MVY\T MYVT [OL
word for “public place outdoors" - was a place
[V IJVTL [VNL[OLY KLIH[L HUK OHUN V\]

-VY\TZ "LYL H W\ISPJ NVVK

5VA [OH[ W\ISPJ NVVKZ KVU»[ L_PZ[ VUSF
HU ' TVYL JVTT\UP[PLZ KVU»[ OH]L WSHJL

;OL ILJVTL PTHNPULK JVTT\UP[PLZ

Connected through a shared interest, ideology
VY JHS\L 2" Z[LT [OLZL UPJOL JVTT\UP[PL
come together in the so-called Dark Forest part
VM [OL ALl [OL VUL [OH[ YLTHPUZ PU]PZ
[V [OVZL [OH] HYLU»[ PU [OL RUV”A VY OH]
THKL [OL LHVY[ [V AUK V\]

,OL +HYR -VYLZ[ PZ "OLYL JVSSLJ[P]L PKL!
HYL JYLH[LK HUK *VYSKZ HYL I\PS]|



6DXOW IUHTXHQWO\ VW\OLVHA(
British music collective that make a mixture

of R&B, house and disco. They have never

played a live show, given an interview or

released a music video in support of their

music.




,Q PLG 6DXOW:.V DOE
available for 99 days only before it

was taken down from all streaming
platforms.

2022 saw the surprise drop of 5
albums, available for 5 days only
and protected by a password
solved through cryptic hints.




,Q WKH DJH RI WRWDO DFFHVVLELOL
withdrawals) subvert the dominant cultural logic of
releasing music today.

The result is a record that requires

nothing of its recipient than to be
listened to.

It's a self-contained world that speaks
for itself.
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"In the Internet

era, true
counterculture
PZ KPIJ\S| [V

HUK L]JLU O
[V AUK-I\[ |

doesn’t mean It's
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New parameters

Networked counterculture changes the
physics of culture,

MYLLPUN JYLH[P]L L_WYLZZPVU MYVT [OL
VM [OL UL[AVYR [OH[ TLKPH[LZ P]

'L[[PUN UL" WHYHTL[LYZ MVY [OL

Time
"WHJL
Place
"WLLK
Access

in which objects are created,
YLSLHZLK KPZ[YPI\[LK HUK YLJLP]LK
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